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Autumn 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Well, we have made it to the end of term. I want to thank you all for 
your patience, understanding and support through this most chal-
lenging and difficult term. I know that you will have been frustrated 
by the stop/start nature of school attendance and pulling your hair 
out at the demands of home schooling and online learning, but you 
have been amazing and I and all the staff respect and admire you! 

  

The people whose resilience and strength have been wonderful to 
see are the students. They have been great this term and consider-
ing all the disruption to routines and the lack of predictability and 
structure, they have adapted to the new normal brilliantly. Behav-
iour in the whole school has been excellent with significant reduc-
tions in serious incidents and exclusions. As you will see inside the 
newsletter, there have been light-bulb moments all over the school 
as fantastic learning opportunities have been grasped by the stu-
dents in every class and pod. 

  

In times of crisis, it is the measure of a community that it sticks to-
gether and supports its most vulnerable members. I have never 
been more proud to be Headteacher of Cambridge School as I look 
at the dedication of staff and the determination of students. I hope 
that we all have a restful and relaxing holiday and find some love 
and laughter in the midst of this most strange Christmas. 

  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! Let’s make 2021 Cam-
bridge’s best. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Alan Campbell 

Head Teacher 

School returns 

on Tuesday 

5th January 

2021 
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Malala Class 
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Shakespeare Class 
 

In Shakespeare class we have been learning 
about changing states of matter. That’s when 
a solid turns to a liquid and then to a gas. We 
observed how states of matter change every 
day. Like when we make tea, which is one of 
our favourite activities! We looked at how the 
particles, the things that make up matter, are 
different distances apart in solids, liquids and 
gases.  

 

 

We made some giant posters about 
it. We can’t wait to see different 
states of matter in the community 
when the pandemic is over. Like at 
the swimming pool or an ice rink.  
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Congratulations to  
Keir and Tyler for winning the 

Jack Petchey  

Achievement Award this term. 

 

 

Keir Tyler 

Jack Petchey Achievement Award 

Attendance Award 

HUGE congratulations to Nightingale Class for winning this term’s  

Attendance Award!  Quite an achievement considering we are living through 

such difficult times. 

Einstein Class were a close second and Franklin Class were third. 
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Nightingale Class 

This half term Nightingale have been focusing on preparing for their future! 

 

 

Our Year 11's worked very hard to revise for their first 

English and Maths exams by completing mock papers, 

having extra lessons and taking home lots more work!  

Congratulations to all of you, we are very proud! 

 

 

All students in Nightingale also started to prepare for some  

in-house work experience. Students looked at roles and  

responsibilities of different jobs, thought about where they 

could use their skills and qualities to support across the school 

and created their very own CV's! 

 

 

Students e-mailed staff in school to ask for work experience in lots of different roles 

such as looking after the animals, helping other students cook, leading a dance lesson, 

helping the caretaker, working in the office or teaching computer programs to other  

students!  Staff eagerly e-mailed back inviting students to an interview so watch this 

space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Nightingale for a fantastic half term of hard work and 

determination to succeed! 

 

The Nightingale Team 
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Poetry Competition 

To celebrate National Poetry Day, students and staff 

were invited to submit poems for our Poetry  

Competition. There were some wonderful entries and it 

was difficult to pick a winner! 

 

Here are the winning entries: 
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ParentMail 

Your Student Council 

 

Mandela- Ilias and Ryall 

Rowling- Sean Walcott-Daly 

Shakespeare- Aaron 

Armstrong- Aryan Rasouli 

Nightingale- Safia Mathias 

Columbus- Ryan 

Angelou- Ibrahim 

Seacole- Ashton Junior 

Einstein- Summer Shand 

Malala- Mason Buckley 

Franklin- Adbulrhman 
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Armstrong Class 
In Armstrong, pupils had to participate in Science by exploring different areas in 

which natures grows and places that nature does not grow and try to figure out why?  

Lakhi: It was a great day to do a fun experiment in the park. I enjoyed it a lot. 

Tyrell: It was one of my best day at school. 

Aryan: we went to the park and we took photos evidence. 

Nyle: It was a fun experiment because we were outside in the park and took loads of 

great pictures. 
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Mandela Class 
It has been an exciting start to the Autumn term for Mandela class with new teachers 
and students joining the class across the term.. We now number 13 in total - that's 8 
students and 5 teachers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will know you are in Mandela class if you hear the following sayings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Coles now has a gorgeous baby called Edith( Eddie) to 
keep her and Bruno busy. Here she is in her very own  
Cambridge cardigan kindly knitted by Pam in the office. 

 

 

 

 

Cook-kang 
Hello ladies and 

gentlemen, I have 

returned!          

My very 

own…... 

Every morning we 

play games!     it’s just 

business 

Are you the 

computer god? 

Anyone up for a 

game of UNO? 



11 

Like all classes at Cambridge we have our own 
unique style and routines for the day. One  
Mandela  favourite is our morning game of 
UNO which brings out a serious competitive 
streak in some of the boys (and teachers)! We 
have added our own “Mandela twist” to this 
game with our TA Sid’s addition of giant Uno 
cards and a booby prize of having to wear an 
outrageous wig.  

 

When it was found out that Uno is popular in all of purple pod and 
right throughout Cambridge, the idea went into the works for a pod 
wide/ school wide tournament which we are really looking forward to. 

 

 

 

The ‘Leap of Faith’ involves the class taking turns to jump as far as they 
can from a dedicated point marked out on the floor. As you can see from 
the photo, it has become a popular test of sporting finesse for many  
Cambridge staff members as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

One lesson most of us really enjoy is  
Cooking! This term we have sliced and 
diced our way through some healthy and 
tasty salad recipes and hot dishes. We 
like to experiment with flavours and try 
new combinations with the help of Becky 
Dent’s spice cupboard. There is no doubt 
the Mandela boys can cook. 

Chef in the making Damien has treated us all to some amazing food from his cooking re-
ward lessons with his mentor Giles. His Niccoise salad and chicken kebab pockets were 
exceptionally good. 

 

One memorable trip out of school we had this term to Wormholt park where we were in-
troduced to Roxy the rescue pup who is training to become a reading and therapy dog. 
While she was mostly interested in chasing squirrels, we kept a close eye on her making 
sure she was safe from other dogs and traffic.We also tested her basic command train-
ing with the help of some peperoni sticks. 
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Mandela Class (Contd) 

We had a spontaneous class running race showing just how fast Ryall and Robbie can 
be, coming in tied first place! Ryall and Illias were brave enough to test out their money 
skills at the corner shop and purchase some items using loose change. Here is Robbie 
walking Roxy on the lead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class team worked hard to provide the boys with work and keep in touch during the 
two week closure of school. Before lockdown started the boys and staff from Mandela 
each took up a Personal Project which they  committed to working on in between  
lessons and in their free time. We really let those creative juices flow  and some  
amazing skills and interests have surfaced!  

 

Ryall is attempting to draw every flag from every country around the world! Mikael has 
shown some impressive pen sketching skills as he attempts to illustrate his life in South 
Africa before his move to the UK. Brooke is taking to training Roxy and becoming the 
newest dog whisperer, while Sid has shown everyone that UNO can be played on a 
grand scale! Daniel is attempting to create a miniature model of London, and Brynn is 
finding his inner artist and exploring different colouring techniques. Damien is collecting 
recipes to put together his own Cooking Book! Ilias is exploring a number of new  
scientific experiments with Markel. Mark is presenting some information on ancient  
mythology and Jay who is new to the class has collected a number of his favourite  
images and colours with which to make into a series of collages in order to decorate his 
new desk and seating area. Robbie is working on his very own railway line, complete 
with Lego trains.  

 

 

 

 

 

We were also able to have a video call online with some brave students which was also 
great fun. 

 

One thing is for sure- there’s never a dull moment in Mandela class! 
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Christmas Tree 
 

U G E D R T K A Z G N S X P Z  

E Q V T N E M A N R O E H R S  

D Z E T U A T O O A A L E D C  

C A R H W Y L C L I M D A A E  

O P G W S I P R L X C E P E X  

L A R J C O N I A E B E Z T S  

O M E E P E N K N G G N A C S  

R O E S P A R K L E S N I T B  

S R N B U L B S O E G T A R P  

C A N E V I S K F L H R A A P  

L A Y D L G N N E L Z N P N R  

L H N A G H O U O Z C E Z E M  

E O D D R T W R T H R N T C A  

Z Q U B Y P R T E N I A H C K  

I I J T E M S S D C W H Q G E 

ANGEL 

AROMA 

BEADS 

BRANCHES 

BULBS 

CANDY 

CANE 

CHAIN 

COLORS 

EVERGREEN 

GARLAND 

LIGHT 

NEEDLES 

ORNAMENT 

PAPER 

PINE 

POPCORN 

SNOW 

SPARKLE 

SPRAY 

STAR 

TANGLE 

TINSEL 

TRUNK 

TWINKLE 

WATER 

Word Search 
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Christmas Lunch 

HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who made Lunch possible, especially Sue, Sam, 

Tracey Emma, Kathleen, Jade & Lydia who cooked and served our delicious lunch 

which we enjoyed whilst socially distancing in our bubbles. 
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Einstein Class 

2020 will be remembered as a topsy-turvy year for most. However, within all the  

chaos there was joyful learning experiences for the Einstein team.  

Travel bridges closing did not stop the Einstein team from travelling afar. We opened 

books, watched videos and heard many stories from different cultures around the 

globe.  

Much of the learning was around celebrations. 

Einstein team spent quality time learning 

about the meanings and traditions of both;  

Diwali and The Day of the Dead. This involved 

learning aspects around social, emotional and 

spiritual areas. Also, it opened learning around 

creative areas such as decorations and  

costumes. 

 

 

 

 

“Einstein” is a household name in the field of science, which motivates us to engage 

strongly in this subject. We spent this term learning about the germination process 

and plant life cycle. We believe theory lessons should be utilized with great practical 

lessons. The students were able to plant their own seeds for observation. Some stu-

dents needed to be reminded that TOO much water isn’t always the best option!  
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Recently, Einstein team has created its morning ‘movement club’. As important as it is 

to keep the brain sharp and well trained. We believe keeping our bodies well oiled and 

healthy during these tough times is key. Creating movement sessions that are  

enjoyable is our goal!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, the Einstein team want to thank you all for all the cooperation so far. With all the 

changes and uncertainty, the sense of support for our students and our teaching team 

has been paramount. We wish you all a happy, healthy and safe festive season.  

 

Einstein Team  
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Seacole Class 



19 



20 

Columbus Class 
Columbus Class visited Wormwood Scrubs Park to do a scene investigation to find out 

which habitat (grass, scrub or woodland) had the widest variety of plants and will best 

support biodiversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been preparing the soil for next planting season and created a mini pond 

to encourage wildlife.  
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Rowling Class 

This term, Rowling students have continued to develop a range of skills such as 

cooking, reading, communication, presentation and social skills: 

They have demonstrated and enhanced their reading skills by reading every  

morning to members of staff and summarizing what they have read to the whole 

class. 

Our students have grown in confidence and in their ability to engage the whole 

class during their individual or group presentations as well as being able to receive 

feedback from their peers on their presentation. 

They also participate in group discussions, paired tasks and choice time, where 

they work on their speaking and listening skills as well as understanding each other 

and their emotions. 

Individual presentation Group presentation 

Choice time 

Cooking 
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Angelou Class 

The Angelou staff team would like to begin our Christmas newsletter with a big  
congratulations to all students in class who have successfully completed their first term 
in Secondary School, under such strange and unprecedented circumstances.  It is a 
great tribute to the students, and their families, that they were able to make such a  
significant transition without the usual level of support that we are normally able to  
supply and that they have become such productive and well-liked members of the 
school community. 

 

In the first term of year 7 we concentrate on the students’ well-being and focus on them 
becoming happy to come to school.  There are always teething problems, which can 
provide great learning opportunities. Angelou class have worked through their fair share 
of issues, which is entirely normal and a chance to develop empathy and self-help  
strategies.  The students all have ‘working towards’ cards, that they use throughout the 
day to support their learning.  Angelou class have this routine of choosing a reward and 
working towards it, down to a fine art now and they are very successful in gaining their 
treat – a sign that they are fulfilling their part of the bargain by showing effort and  
producing work. 

 

The second half-term in Autumn is always a good time to investigate festivals and  
celebrations, which we have been taking full advantage of.  The students have been 
looking at a variety of festivals from around the world and from a range of cultures,  
culminating in Christmas celebrations.  Learning how to conduct yourself in a social  
situation is a very important skill and Angelou class have developed a lesson that  
students all enjoy and take part in with enthusiasm.  We have named this  
communication lesson ‘tea and chat’.  The most popular part of it is the cup of tea,  
however it seems to provide the students with a relaxed opportunity where they can 
take part in a productive speaking and listening session.  It’s one of the favourite  
lessons of the week! 

 

I’m very pleased to report that, not only are the students well-behaved and productive in 
my lessons but they have covered themselves in glory in lessons that are taught by  
others.  I always get glowing reports from Becky and Tracey, who teach them cooking 
and life skills, respectively which makes the whole staff team very proud of them all.  It 
has been a great first term, despite the pandemic and all the additional stresses that 
this has brought to everyone.  The Angelou staff team would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

 

Ms Smith, Ms Eleanor and Ms Aasha 
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Colouring-In Fun 
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Internet Safety Tips For Parents 
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KOOTH, free online only Counselling 
and Well Being Support Service 

 

KOOTH can provide presentations on this service and how it 

can help, to young people, staff and/or parents.  All FREE. 

 

KOOTH.com is a FREE, Online only Counselling and Well being Support Service :  

• Providing online only, anonymous, confidential counselling and support service, for 11-19 year 

olds in Kensington, Chelsea, Westminster, Hammersmith and Fulham. 

• The site can be accessed 24-7, for counselling, advice, information, self-help tools and static  

forums (message boards). 

• Counsellors are available FREE from 12-10pm Monday to Friday and 6-10pm Saturday &  

Sunday 365 days a year. 

• There are live peer lead discussion forums Monday, Wednesday and Friday 19.30-21.00.  All of 

which are monitored by a practitioner, to ensure best practice. 

• All Counsellors are experienced and registered accredited by BACP or equivalent. 

• There is no waiting time for support  

• It can be accessed FREE through mobile phone, tablet, or laptop/computer 

• Young People can be linked to specialist local services if this is required. 

Safeguarding is paramount, and all staff are dedicated to ensuring best practice.  

 

Access https://kooth.com/ to register.  

  

Please feel welcome to contact Gilli Hawdon if you have any queries, to arrange a meeting, or if you 
would like resources at ghawdon@xenzone.com or ring on her mobile: 07983556071 

Counselling and Well Being Support Service 
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Term Dates 2020-21 

Cambridge School  
61 Bryony Road 

London W12 0SP 
Tele: 020 8735 0980  

Autumn Term 2020 

Staff Inset: Wednesday 2nd & Thursday 3rd September 

Children return to school: Friday 4th September 

  

Last day of half term: Friday 23rd October 

Half Term: Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 

  

Children return to school: Monday 2nd November 

Staff Inset: Friday 27th November 

Last day of term: Friday 18th December 

  

Christmas break: Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January 2021 

  

 

Spring Term 2021 

Staff Inset: Monday 4th January 

Children return to school: Tuesday 5thJanuary 

  

Last day of half term: Friday 12th February 

Half Term: Monday 15th - Friday 19th February 

  

Children return to school: Monday 22nd February  

Last day of term: Wednesday 31st March 

  

Easter Break: Thursday 1st – Friday 16th April   

  

  

  

Summer Term 2021 

Children return to school: Monday 19th April 

Early May Bank Holiday: 3rd May 

  

Last day of half term: Friday 28th May 

Half term: Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 

  

Children return to school: Monday 7th June  

Staff Inset: Monday 12th July 

Last day of term: Friday 23rd July 


